Focused Proficiency Observation

	Apprentice Teacher:
	Meagan Flodeen

	Observer:
	Renee Andrews

	Focus of Observation:
	Instruction and Delivery

	Date of the Observation:
	Week of February 24—28 

	Subject/Grade Level/Class Period:
	Marine Science/11-12/4th period

	Record of the Observation Below

	How does the Apprentice Teacher demonstrate the ability to teach the subject and cognitively engage all students in significant learning?

Meagan has definitely done her homework with regard to knowledge of the subject matter.  It is not her focus area of biology (human anatomy is), but she has spent adequate time (on her own) learning about the subjects we are studying in marine science to know them and to teach them proficiently.
Meagan always finds activities that engage students (combining art and science with “build a cnidarian” projects, showing YouTube clips, using hands-on lab activities…). These activities generally provide enough differentiation to adequately serve all of the levels and diverse interests of learners present in this class.

	How does the Apprentice Teacher communicate clearly and articulately?

Meagan provides an agenda on the board.  She goes over the agenda at the beginning of the period, then explains each activity as we move along. Periodically, Meagan checks for understanding by reviewing and questioning over material learned.  She then deepens knowledge by adding on with a new activity and conversation.    

	How does the Apprentice Teacher use questioning and assessment techniques to enhance students’ participation and learning?

Meagan questions to assess knowledge after each activity (throughout the period).  She chunks material into “digestible” bits so that students can add it to their schema.  She also assesses with written reviews, project presentations (with rubrics), table group discussions (resembling an informal version of Kagan strategies) and lab write-ups, providing both formative and summative assessments.


	How does the Apprentice Teacher demonstrate flexibility and responsiveness to students’ needs during instruction?

As mentioned above, Meagan differentiates instruction, adding student choice wherever possible within the core of the curriculum.  If a number of students have not grasped a particular concept, she slows down and provides additional instruction.  She is also responsive to the IEPs of students who need extended time, special seating, etcetera.


	Comments for Debriefing:

Good job with diffusing the cell phone situation.  They took advantage of you with massive overuse/inappropriate use of their phones.  You caught that and imposed rules regarding phone use.
Classroom Management Tip (Try This!):

There still seems to be quite a bit of off-task talking when you are talking/explaining.  Perhaps imposing a new seating arrangement would help?  Just a suggestion.  Do realize though, that a lot of these students have been together since kindergarten at PK, so almost all of them are friends (PK is a very “social” school).



