Focused Proficiency Observation

	Apprentice Teacher:
	Meagan Flodeen

	Observer:
	GNEvans

	Focus of Observation:
	Teaching Preparation

	Date of the Observation:
	Week of 2/18 (Fri 2/21/14)

	Subject/Grade Level/Class Period:
	12th grade marine science / 4th block 8:05 – 9:55

	Record of the Observation Below

	How does the Apprentice Teacher use subject knowledge to design activities that promote interest, participation, and learning for all students?

· Group discussion about cnidarian after answering warm up question allows students to interact in a productive manner. 
· Several short learning activities kept pace moving along nicely.

· To help students understand the new terminology, point out prefixes & suffixes and their definitions--especially if you can relate back to previously learned vocabulary.. (for example in mesoderm: meso means “middle”, derm means “skin or layer”) this would also be appropriate with the classes of cnidarians. 
· Good pacing of activities throughout the block by giving time targets & reminding students about the passage of time as they are working.

	How does the Apprentice Teacher demonstrate an awareness of and make use of materials, resources, technology, and equipment?

· Showing a video clips about stinging cells in anemones, Man of war, and nice tie in to previous discussion & symbioses among organisms.
· Ppt was used appropriately.  Good use of pictures to illustrate the different organisms.  (If you want students to to take notes, make that clear before doing notes).

· Nice use of technology by having students find current events related to Cnidaria.

	How does the Apprentice Teacher prepare subject specific activities to assess learning of all students?

· Great use of questioning throughout cnidarian discussion, asking a wide variety of volunteers & non-volunteers to answer.
· Several times you referred back specifically to things students said or did in previous lessons (like reminding the class of the student who found a sponge with bilateral symmetry).  This is a great way to reinforce student participation.

· I’d like to see you do more with formative assessments.  Think about how you could pause during lectures (notes) and have students complete small tasks that would assess understanding so far…

	How does the Apprentice Teacher demonstrate an awareness of individual student needs and make modifications to the instructional plan?

· Had Kevin repeat his answer to parasitism because others were talking (did everyone hear Kevin) good strategy rather than repeating it yourself. (
· During notes you refer back to comparisons between sponges & cnidarians to help students see how cnidarians are different (and like) organisms they have previously studied.

· Nice use of circulation during cnidarian article activity to help students find appropriate articles, troubleshoot computer problems and keep groups on task.

· Using current events is a great way to show application of knowledge to real life. How can you ensure that all students are giving their attention to presenting group as articles are discussed? (fold paper into 8 sections, brief summary of each article, last section could be the “most surprising thing I learned.” & have students turn it in)

	Comments for Debriefing:

· Much better about getting student attention when making announcements.
· I like your balance between business like and friendly.  Seems to be working (
· Practice your pronunciation of new terms & if you have questions ask Ms. Andrews.

· Still see student (Kevin) with kindle out on desk reading while you are asking groups to share cnidarian facts. Many students still have cell phones out on desks.  When you are ready to begin class, you may want to just ask everyone to put their electronics away (in backpacks or bags) so they are not a temptation.

· Man of war video was example of predation (you accepted parasitism as an answer).
Classroom Management Tip (Try This!):

· Try to avoid getting stuck behind the front demo table during notes.  Is there a remote you can use to advance the slides?  You had a student in the back of the room (male, short black hair, grey t-shirt Juan?) on his cellphone a great deal during notes but he was sneaky & you probably could not see from the front of the room.
· The notes went pretty long (till 8:49) I’d break it up by having students do something with each different chunk of information (complete a diagram of parts of a cnidarian, between each of the classes…) 
· Have students collect computer at the same time as they are moving into groups.

· If you see someone clearly off task, you cannot just walk by & ignore it (girl in pink shirt, hanging over & hugging her friend (Emily) when they should be in groups).

· With anything on the Internet, make sure you try to access all of the links from a school computer before trying it with the class (there is a firewall that blocks several pages, difficult to predict what will be blocked & what will be allowed). Good save by having students go to Google to find information on their topic.

· There were still plenty of laptops in the case, so no need to say students can use their phones to look up information.

· Could have had students keep laptops out to use for “build your cnidarian” instead of inviting them to use phones. 
· We may have some of the materials you need for the cnidarian models so you don’t have to buy everything… (saran wrap, cotton balls, glue, scissors etc.…) in future you may want to think for yourself of what you are willing to provide and have students complete a check list of which materials will be needed. (you want to avoid having to spend lots of $$ for each lab). You could even have students bring in materials they will use beyond what you are willing to provide (plastic bowl, etc.)
· Seems like most students were done with planning by 9:48, have them start working on fieldtrip questions once they are finished with planning to keep students on task till the end of the period.

· Avoid wrapping up class before the bell & giving unstructured free time.


